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Oregon is home to a truly amazing wealth of native wildlife that 

inspires us, enriches our days, and calls upon us to protect what 

is precious, memorable and essential in our lives. How fortunate 

we are to live in a state where 500 species of local and migratory 

birds sing, soar, nest and feed nearby. 

Portland Audubon supporters are conscious of both the beauty 

and fragility of this natural heritage. National and international 

studies, and our own observations close to home, show us that 

habitat demise threatens not just birds and wildlife, but our own 

healthy living environment as well. 

We believe we can make a difference for birds, native wildlife  

and this area’s quality of life. For more than 100 years,  

Portland Audubon has been a passionate advocate for effective 

conservation practices and policies, while promoting enjoyment 

and understanding of birds and natural surroundings through  

our sanctuaries and multi-faceted programs. 

The Portland Audubon community stands together to protect 

shared habitat, so that people and native wildlife can flourish 

together -- right here where we live. 

 

A message from Portland Audubon



From the Executive Director

Dear Friends,
Portland planned to keep large parks and natural areas central to this 

vital city, even back in 1902 when Portland Audubon was founded. As 

Executive Director during the past five of our 106 years, I’m proud to 

show that what we do together counts a great deal toward preserving 

quality of life in the Portland metropolitan area for people and wildlife.  

We have seen:

Thousands of families touched each year by Portland Audubon 

presentations, camps, the Wildlife Care Center, trips and events  

that engage people in birds, habitat, and the things they can do  

to make a difference. 

At least $500 million in new public funding for a legacy of green  

in the area, with Portland Audubon actively shaping plans and  

understanding of the value of protecting and restoring natural  

areas, rivers and streams for people and native wildlife. 

Transformation of our core facilities, with much-needed improvements 

to the buildings and sanctuaries where 60,000 people come each year 

to enjoy and learn about birds and native habitat.

A 4-star rating by the nation’s top non-profit evaluation organization. 

In these times of economic uncertainty, we are especially proud of 

this testimony to judicious management of your valued support.

Much of our work is long-term in nature, and very difficult to quantify, yet 

our collective impact is broad. At least 209 of the 500 bird species found 

in Oregon depend on the Portland-Vancouver metropolitan region during 

their lives. Understanding the importance of urban habitat confirms us 

in our dedication to offering many different ways for people to engage 

locally. We are a community of people that welcomes one and all to join 

in reaching for our vision:

 A city and region where people and native wildlife flourish together

This year’s annual report does Portland Audubon by the numbers to 

illustrate the broad reach of our vision.  At Portland Audubon, we believe 

we all can count — by making a difference in big ways and small. 

With kindest regards,

Meryl Redisch

Executive Director, Audubon Society of Portland



18,000 people attended public appearances by our seven non-releaseable 

education birds, and hundreds of admirers visited them at their enclosures. 

Our Education Birds: Aristophanes, the Raven • Finnegan,  

the Peregrine Falcon • Hazel, the Spotted Owl (pictured) • Jack Sparrowhawk,  

the American Kestrel • Julio, the Great Horned Owl • Ruby, the Turkey Vulture •  

Syd, the Red-tailed Hawk 

Leaders in Conservation

Serving as a valuable resource  
for citizens who care about  
conservation

3,000 animals found injured or orphaned were treated by staff  

veterinarians and 80 trained volunteers at the Wildlife  

Care Center.

15,000 queries were answered by the Urban Wildlife  

Resource Office, providing information to support learning  

to live with wildlife.

250,000 hits on Raptor Cam gave people up-close views of  

Red-tailed hawks nesting, raising and fledging young from the  

ledge of a downtown Portland building.

Projecting powerful and collabora-
tive voices for a sustainable  
Portland Metropolitan area

$50 million was allocated to improving urban watershed 

health through the City of Portland’s Grey to Green 

Initiative, promoted and developed with Portland 

Audubon. 

Thousands of staff and supporter hours shaped policies and 

practices to make Portland a place where people and  

wildlife can flourish together, and where every person  

can live within 1/4 mile of a natural area. 

As a core member of the Connecting Green Alliance, 

Portland Audubon is helping to develop a coalition of groups 

working together to create the world’s greatest bi-state 

metropolitan greenspace network.

Protecting Birds in the Backyard  
and Beyond 

Conservation accomplishments include:

Backyard Habitat Certification Program  

development to help people restore native wildlife  

habitat in their neighborhoods.

Wind power guidelines to minimize harm to birds in  

renewable energy development.

A plan for a network of marine reserves and protected 

areas in Oregon.

Fighting roll-back of protections for Spotted Owls, Marbled 

Murrelets and other wildlife dependant on old growth forests. 

A process toward legislation to penalize illegal raptor killing  

as a felony offense.

Portland Audubon is a leading voice for preserving and restoring natural areas in the Portland 

metropolitan area through conservation advocacy and outreach that engages people locally.  

We are pioneers in demonstrating the value of urban habitat to sensitive species, and in  

developing and sharing urban wildlife best practices for wider adoption.



2,500 people  

witnessed the release of  

50 rehabilitated birds. 



Providing  
Nature Education 
and Events
Enjoyment is the first step toward becoming a conserva-

tionist. Portland Audubon conducts classes, camps and 

outdoor events that draw people of all ages into deeper 

understanding of the diverse birds, other wildlife, and 

habitats nearby. 

Teaching people to love, understand 
and protect nature

10,000 children learned about nature through Audubon in-school 

programs.

1,400 young participants shared outdoor experiences in Audubon 

nature camps, including sponsored camps for children from low-

income families. 

50,000 people participated in 200 environmental outreach events 

including bird, plant and art festivals, excursions, presentations and 

perennial favorites:

Birdathon, a good-natured competition to spot a maximum  

number of bird species in a limited time, and raise funds for  

Portland Audubon.

Swiftwatch, where 20,000 people celebrated the migratory  

gathering of Vaux Swifts by the thousands at Portland’s  

Chapman School chimney.

Peregrine Watch, engaging 150 volunteers in citizen science to 

monitor recovery of these graceful aerial divers.

Wild Arts Festival, an art show and book fair that celebrates nature 

and raises funds for Portland Audubon.

Wild in the City outdoor adventures, Bird Nights and  

Nature Nights to learn from experts, multi-day birding trips  

and much more. 



Audubon Nature 
Sanctuaries
Audubon’s Portland sanctuary is a prominent and  

accessible attraction for local and international visitors.  

It offers respite in native forest and serves as home  

base for most Portland Audubon activities. Mountain 

and coastal sanctuaries offer habitat for sensitive  

species on protected lands. 

Welcoming people to savor native  
forest habitat close to home

60,000 people visited our 150-acre sanctuaries in Portland, and 

thousands visited our Nature Store and interpretive center at  

5151 NW Cornell Road for gifts and birding essentials.

210 acres of important habitat were added to our sanctuaries on 

the Central Oregon coast along with a $200,000 endowment for its 

stewardship, and an adjacent five acres came under ownership at 

Audubon’s home base in Forest Park.

$70,000 for green capital improvements was awarded by the 

Bureau of Environmental Services and Metro’s Nature in Neighborhoods, 

the Northwest Neighborhood Parks and Recreation Fund of the Oregon 

Community Foundation. These funds were used for storm water 

improvements, habitat restoration and native plantings. 

$250,000 for facilities capital investments from the Collins 

Foundation, the Alice C. Tyler Perpetual Trust, the Juliet Ashby Hillman 

Foundation, the Summer Lea Hillman Foundation, Metro to make 

improvements in our Interpretive Center, Heron Hall, the Caretaker’s 

House and Marmot Cabin.



Realizing our Mission
Portland Audubon welcomes all those who wish to join a community of people who care about nature. 

Members and supporters become part of a powerful local organization doing its part to leave a legacy 

of a liveable Portland.

10,000 people supported Portland Audubon through their 

membership, making Portland Audubon one of the largest 

Audubon chapters in the United States. 

300 active volunteers dedicated more than 30,000 hours 

to clearing trails and invasive plants, answering phones, caring 

for injured wildlife, supporting events and contributing the 

equivalent of $563,820*in estimated value. 

 

4-star rating, the top level available, was awarded by the 

Charity Navigator for efficient non-profit management. 

Charity Navigator wrote:

“Audubon Society of Portland executes its mission in a 

fiscally responsible way, and outperforms most other 

charities in America. This “exceptional” designation 

from Charity Navigator differentiates Audubon 

Society of Portland from its peers and demonstrates to 

the public it is worthy of their trust.”  

			            — letter dated August 29, 2008

Making a difference
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The Audubon Society of Portland gratefully acknowledges all of our donors and members for their generous support. We apologize if we missed you — if you have a correction, please contact  
Development Director, Ann Takamoto, at 971-222-6117.



Expenses 06-07

Conservation

Education

Nature Store

Membership - publications

Sanctuary

Management & General

Fundraising

Fundraising
7%

Management & General
10%

Sanctuary
9%

Membership - 
Publications

14% Nature Store
7%

Conservation
21%

Education
32%

Financial Statements for July 1, 2007 — June 30, 2008

Board Officers

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Peter Paquet

Vice President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Pat Campbell

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Adrienne Wolf-Lockett

Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    Ken Ivey

Past President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Linda Craig

Board Members

Nancy Jane Cushing

John Fitchen

Martha Gannett

Kristina Gifford

Wink Gross

John Hammerstad

Barb Hill

Terry Kem

Karen O’Connor Kruse

Claire Puchy

Ron Spencer

Committee Chairs

Conservation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Lynn Herring

Education. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Terry Kem

Executive. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Peter Paquet

Finance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      Ken Ivey

Membership & Development . . . . . . .        Nancy Jane Cushing

Sanctuaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Ann Littlewood

Staff

Executive Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Meryl Redisch

Office Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Tammi Miller

Development Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Ann Takamoto

Birdathon Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Gary Slone

Membership Development Assistant. . . .   Catherine Halpin

Database and Donor Relations Specialist . . .  Emily Dietrich

Bookkeeper . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Pamela Aldrich

Education Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Steve Robertson

Adult Education Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                Steve Engel

Camp Director/Onsite  
Programs Specialist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Sarah Swanson

Environmental Educator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Ian Abraham

Environmental Educator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    Michael Kin

Urban Naturalist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Mike Houck

Conservation Director. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Bob Sallinger

Urban Conservationist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Jim Labbe

Urban Wildlife Specialist. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Karen Munday

Volunteer Coordinator. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Deanna Sawtelle

Wildlife Care Center  
Operations Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Deb Sheaffer

Wildlife Care Center  
Assistant Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Molly McAllister

Nature Store Manager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Nancy Mattson

Nature Store Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Marilyn O’Grady

Nature Store Clerk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Sally Loomis

Sanctuaries Director . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      Tom Costello

Sanctuaries Assistant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Greg Kurtz

Revenue	
	 Contributions and Grants	 900,945
	 In-Kind Donations	 65,909
	 Memberships	 267,155
	 Program Service	 582,776
	 Special Events	 88,028
	 Nature Store (net)	 171,708
	 Rental, Other	 21,251
	 Investment Income	 40,485
	 Net Gains on Investments	 (57,774)

		  Total Revenue	 2,080,483

Expenses
	 Conservation	 399,848
	 Education	 600,214
	 Nature Store	 132,932
	 Membership--Publications	 262,338
	 Sanctuary	 176,275

		  Total Program Expenses	 1,571,607
	
	 Management & General	 196,348	
	 Fundraising	 137,213

		  Total Administrative	 331,531
		
		  Total Expenses	 1,905,168

		  Change in net assets	 175,315
Revenues 06-07

Contributions Grants

In-Kind Donations

Memberships

Program Service

Special Events

Nature Store

Rental, Other

Investment Income

Net Gains on Investments

Nature Store (net)
8%
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Other

1% Investment 
Income

2%

Net Gains 
on Investments

-3%

Program 
Service

28% Memberships
13%

In-Kind 
Donations

3%

Special Events
4%

Contributions  
& Grants

43%

Assets
	 Cash		 592,134
	 Receivables	 284,556
	 Inventory	 109,355
	 Prepaid Expenses	 32,118
	 Investments	 762,1696
	 Property	 1,683,337

		  Total Assets	 3,463,669

Liabilities and Net Assets

		  Total Liabilities	 385,961

Net Assets
	 Available for operation	 302,451
	 Board designated	 222,588
	 Net property	 1,658,337

	 Total unrestricted	 2,183,376
	 Temporarily restricted	 354,751
	 Permanently restricted	 539,581
	 Total net assets	 3,077,708

		  Total liabilities & net assets	 3,436,669

Expenses Revenue

Audubon Society 



Administrative Offices 
5151 NW Cornell Road • Portland, OR 97210 
(T) 503-292-6855 • (F) 503-292-1021  
9am to 5pm, M-F

Sancturaries 
Dawn to dusk every day

Nature Store 
(T) 503-292-9453 
10am to 6pm, M-Sa • 10am to 5pm, Su

Interpretive Center and Library 
10am to 6pm, M-Sa • 10am to 5pm, Su

Our Mission: Audubon Society of Portland promotes the enjoyment, understanding, and protection of native birds  

and other wildlife and their habitats. We focus on our local community and the Pacific Northwest.

Audubon Society of Portland
Snow Geese at Sauvie Island by Vernon DiPietro
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