
Amazon River Cruise
March 9-19, 2022

Tentative Itinerary

March 9, 2022 - Welcome to Peru!

Upon arrival, transfer to a hotel in the quiet Miraflores district, Lima.

Night in Lima.

March 10, 2022 - Pucusana and Pantanos de Villa

Full day birding to the coast of Lima, we take the Panamerican Highway to the coastal marshes of
Villa a protected area within the city of Lima, we hope to come across various water birds such as
White-cheeked Pintail, various species of Gulls and Terns, Yellow-hooded Blackbird, Many-colored
Rush-Tyrant and more. Mid-morning arrival to the fishing village of Pucusana where we will board a
small boat and bird the bay in search of Inca Terns, Red-legged Cormorants, Peruvian Pelicans and
more. Lunch at a  local restaurant. Afternoon drive back to Lima.

Night in Lima.

March 11, 2022 - Lima, the City of the Kings

Morning visit of the old Peru capital with colonial mansions, a main square and more. Lunch.
Afternoon transfer to airport for night flight to Iquitos. Upon arrival, transfer to the hotel.

Night in Iquitos.

March 12, 2022 - Iquitos

Early morning birding at the Allpahuayo Mishana White-sand Forest, the rest of day we explore the
city of Iquitos and the European influenced buildings dating back to the short-lived 20th century
rubber boom.

Night in Iquitos.

March 13-19, 2022 - Amazon River Cruise



Transfer to Nanay Port where we will board the W/H La Perla.

Lodging each night in spacious rooms aboard the W/H La Perla.

March 13, 2022 - Boarding, Introductions, and Yanayacu de Yacapana

We will transfer to meet our Amazon river guides and board the cruise ship M/V La Perla. After you
settle into your room our journey will begin up the Marañon River to the confluences of the Marañon
and Ucayali rivers where the majestic Amazon begins. The observation deck will be a great place to
be, to enjoy the amazing panoramic view. During the next few days, we will be navigating the
Marañon and Ucayali rivers, through the Amazon and its amazing tributaries that are full of wildlife.

After getting familiar with your new environment, you will be invited to the dining room for lunch,
where you will experience our exquisite regional, and delicious local flavors. After lunch, our river
cruise guides will provide a general briefing about the trip itinerary, activities, routes, wildlife and
vegetation.  We will take our first off-boat afternoon-night excursion, searching for wildlife in the
communal reserve of Yanayacu de Yacapana. During the excursion, among the biggest water plants in
the world (Victoria's Regias), we’ll see various birds, lizards, sloths, and pink river dolphins. When it
gets dark we’ll search for caimans, owls and capybaras. Be ready for an exciting return to the boat
with live music..   Enjoy some local music followed by a welcome dinner. Once dinner is finished, the
river cruise guides will offer a lecture about the origins of the Amazon.

March 14, 2022 - Amazonas river / Yarapa river / Ucayali river / Vista Alegre / Yanayacu de
Yacapana

We rise early this morning to enjoy the beautiful sunrise on the Amazon river. This morning we’ll
return to shore to take a short walk to observe the birds of the communal reserve the Yanayacu de
Yacapana, This morning we hope to see macaws, sloths, monkeys, toucans, trogons, quetzals, parrots
among others. We will return for breakfast as the ship sails to the Ucayali. Later this morning we will
take an excursion to explore the tributary rivers, like the Yarapa where we can observe a variety of
animals such as iguanas, and sloths. We will be back on the ship to enjoy a delicious lunch and the
fresh Amazon air. In the afternoon, there will be a short geography lecture and a discussion about the
species that we have been observing.

We will visit the butterfly farm project of Vista Alegre, where we will learn about the Amazon
butterflies and their importance in the jungle. We’ll return for dinner and enjoy some live music.  We
will take a night excursion searching for  caiman, snakes, tarantulas, scorpions, anacondas, nocturnal
monkeys among others. You may choose to stay on board and rest, enjoying the sounds of nature.

March 15, 2022 - Yarapa river– Piranha creek / Ucayali river / Marañón river/ Pacaya Samiria
National Reserve

This morning we’ll take an excursion navigating the black waters of the Yarapa River, where we will
have an unforgettable experience searching for wildlife, enjoying the amazing landscape of the jungle.
After the excursion, a delicious breakfast will be waiting for you on board. We will continue sailing
through the paths of the Ucayali toward the confluence of the Marañon river, until we arrive at Piranha
Creek, one of the first tributaries of the Pacaya Samiria National Reserve. After breakfast we will take
an excursion by boat to explore Piranha creek. We will return to the ship to have lunch. Later, we will
take a trek in the jungle, where we will learn about medicinal plants. We will be on watch for strange
insects on the Amazon and more birds. Before returning to the ship, our naturalists will teach us about
basic survival in the jungle. Enjoy dinner, then take time to relax and appreciate the beauty of the
Peruvian Amazon.



March 16, 2022 - Pacaya Samiria National Reserve / Marañón river / Ucayali river / Pacaya Samiria
National Reserve

After an energetic breakfast, we will visit one of the local coastal families. They will share their
traditions and culture giving you the opportunity to see life from another perspective. During lunch,
the ship will start to sail on the Marañon river. This afternoon, we will visit the Pacaya Samiria
National Reserve to search for the endangered Arrau turtle (Podocnemis expansa), locally called the
Charapa Turtle. Later at night, we’ll offer another option outing searching for wildlife in the Amazon.
Back to the ship our naturalist guides will share more information and enrich the experiences of the
day. You will be able to enjoy the local music followed by an exquisite dinner.

March 17, 2022 - Yanayacu de Pucate / Pacaya Samiria Natural Reserve / San Regis

This morning, we will explore Yanayacu de Pucate and enjoy a picnic breakfast in the Pacaya Samiria
National Reserve and maybe some pink dolphins might enrich the panorama. While here, it’s possible
to observe blue and yellow macaws, toucans and different types of monkeys. After breakfast we will
take a canopy walk where we will look for wildlife and enjoy breathtaking views. After lunch on board,
a ceremony will be held with shamans in St. Regis, where we will learn about the ancient secrets of
the rainforest. Later, we will be part of a tree planting ceremony. Before dinner, a reception with live
music will be held by the ship band. We will take a boat ride, in the warm night, through Nauta Creek
in Pacaya Samiria National Reserve.  This area is known as the mirrored forest, where the forest is
reflected in the glistening black water.  We hope to observe lizards, frogs and different kinds of
nocturnal animals.

March 18, 2022 - San José de Zarapanga Shiriyucu / Pacaya Samiria National Reserve / Nauta

After a delicious breakfast, we head for the black water stream of San José de Zarapanga called
Shiriyacu to fish piranhas, using traditional local techniques. We will visit the Kukama Prado village to
learn about ancient traditions and medicine used by the ancestors. Then, we will be part of a cooking
demonstration, where we’ll learn local techniques and the variety of vegetables and dishes that exist
in the Peruvian Amazon. In the afternoon, a boat excursion will be offered before sunset in the
Amazon River,  searching for caymans, frogs, tarantulas, snakes and anacondas, while enjoying the
sounds of the forest.. After dinner, our naturalist guides will bring out the  entire ship crew to thank
and show our appreciation. Some we may not have met, as they have been busy “behind the scenes”
to create your seamless Jungle Experience.

March 19, 2022 - Return to Iquitos, Flight to Lima, and Connecting Flights

After enjoying your last breakfast on board. We will proceed with the transfer by bus from the city of
Nauta to Iquitos. We will have a stop in the Rescue Center Amazon - Manatee (ACOBIA), where you
will be able to see and feed this beautiful animal. Then, you will have a brief visit to the city of Iquitos
to observe the famous houses of the rubber boom, Fierro’s house, and Belen market. We say goodbye
to our guides and take a flight back to Lima.  We will connect to our return flights home or continue to
your respective destination


