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For over 121 years, our organization has 
consistently advocated to protect habitats that 
birds and, ultimately, all wildlife require for survival. 
Please join us in our promise to continue our work 
to protect wildlife and their habitats, and connect 
children and adults to the natural world.

There are many ways you can support our work.. 
It can be a year-end gift, a monthly membership, 
signing up for a class or trip, shopping at the Nature 
Store, volunteering your time, or including Portland 
Audubon in your estate planning. No matter how 
you choose to give, know that every dollar is used 
on the ground across the Oregon landscape to 
achieve our mission. 

Your gift helps us protect Oregon’s forests, ocean, 
urban, wetland, sage-steppe, and grassland 
habitats. It helps us fight for imperiled species 
and species of concern like the Northern Spotted 
Owl, Marbled Murrelet, Western Snowy Plover, 
and Greater Sage-Grouse. It helps us bring nature 
education to people of all ages, and is especially 
critical to support our many free and sliding-scale 
programs. You make it possible for us to treat more 
than 4,000 wild animals a year, a service provided 
free to the public, at our Wildlife Care Center. And 
your support helps increase equitable access to 
nature and support environmental justice initiatives 
around the state.

Our members, volunteers, and partners are the 
lifeblood of this organization, making everything we 
do possible. Thank you for helping in any way you 
can to make this year-end a success and ensure we 
head into 2024 strong and ready to fight today’s 
toughest challenges, from climate change to habitat 
loss to environmental injustice. 

‘Tis the Season to 
Support Our Mission
by Stuart Wells, Executive Director

Greater Sage-Grouse / John Heino - Audubon Photography Awards
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Celebrating Our Shared 
Year of Achievements

Conservation
Through big changes to our Conservation Department 
over the last year, one thing remained consistent—our 
dedication and remarkable effectiveness in advocating 
for nature across Oregon. 

 Protection for Six New Rocky Habitat Sites 
Along the Coast
This year, six new rocky habitat sites along the coast 
received increased protections—Ecola Point, Cape 
Lookout, Cape Foulweather, Fogarty Creek, and 
Blacklock Point are now Marine Conservation Areas, 
and Chapman Point is a Marine Education Area. These 
designations represent the culmination of a multiyear 
effort in collaboration with coastal partners and will help 
protect nesting seabirds, intertidal animals, and marine 
mammals up and down the coast.

 Portland Clean Energy Fund
This September, Portland City Council unanimously 
approved the Portland Clean Energy Fund’s Climate 
Investment Plan—a five-year plan that will invest 

$750 million in projects to improve climate resilience, 
including community-led energy projects and tree 
plantings. Portland Audubon is part of a core coalition 
led by communities of color that worked for years to 
build capacity, place PCEF on the ballot, pass it into law, 
and provide guidance on implementati

 Legislative Victories
Despite a Republican walkout that ground the 2023 
legislative session to a halt, we earned critical wins for 
Oregon’s wildlife and wild places. Portland Audubon 
and partners helped secure $2 million to support 
Eastern Oregon conservation initiatives at Malheur 
and Lake Abert. This will help support our critical 
collaborative work in the region and our efforts to 
understand the impacts of invasive plant species in 
the region. We also successfully lobbied to pass the 
TREES Act and Natural Climate Solutions bills as part 
of the Climate Resiliency Package. These bills will help 
fund climate change resilience projects across rural and 
urban landscapes.

There were so many achievements to celebrate this year. These shared impacts belong to our 

whole community, including volunteers, activists, program participants, partners, members, and 

supporters like you. As we head into the new year, we want to share some of the successes from our 

Conservation and Education teams. We look forward to building on these wins next year with you!

Black Oystercatchers / Diana Robinson
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 Backyard Habitat Certification Program
The Backyard Habitat Certification Program, managed 
in partnership with Columbia Land Trust, continues to 
expand in both the depth and breadth of its work. This 
year, the total number of properties enrolled broke the 
11,000 mark, representing an ongoing transformation of 
our urban landscape to benefit both people and wildlife. 

 Wildlife Care Center
The Wildlife Care Center reopened in May after a 
five-month closure caused by extensive water damage 
during an ice storm. We partnered with animal hospitals 
and wildlife rehabilitation centers across the state to 
provide ongoing care. The volunteer-run wildlife hotline 
continued to answer questions about injured or orphaned 
wildlife and help resolve wildlife conflicts. In addition 
to repairing the water damage, the closure allowed 
us to make critical improvements to the Wildlife Care 
Center so that we can continue to serve the public and 
provide the highest level of care to our approximately 
5,000 annual wildlife patients. Our incredible team of 
veterinarians, rehabilitators, and volunteers quickly 
restored operations during the busy baby bird season. 
We owe a debt of gratitude to our volunteers and 
partners at DoveLewis Emergency Animal Hospital, 
Cascades Raptor Center, Chintimini Wildlife Center, the 
Wildlife Care Center of the North Coast, and the Oregon 
Humane Society.

Education
Through school programs, camps, youth leadership, adult 
classes, trips, and collaborations, in 2023 we reached 
over 3,700 children and 3,400 adults. This year, our 
Education team invested even deeper in community 
partnerships and fostering stronger relationships with 
our participants. Here are some of the inspiring ways we 
have seen these efforts take shape:

 Nature Camps For All!
Portland Audubon believes all children deserve the 
opportunity to explore, learn, and connect with nature 
all year long. This year, we expanded our sliding-scale 
model to all camps, including winter and spring break, 
as well as a brand-new suite of No School Day and 
Strike Day camps. In total, we reached over 800 hundred 
children, and 50%—over 400 families—took advantage 
of the sliding scale to send their kids to camp with 
Portland Audubon!

 Bridge to Outdoor School
Portland Audubon has been running Outdoor School in 
the region for over 25 years to connect youth to nature 
and instill in them a love of the natural world. This 
year, we helped launch a brand-new collaborative with 
ELSO Inc. called Bridge to Outdoor School, designed 
to increase Outdoor School participation by Black and 
Latino families by providing free, culturally responsive 
nature education to over 80 elementary schoolers.

 Growing Green Leaders
We celebrated our third year collaborating with 
Hacienda CDC and Verde to offer the Green Leaders 
paid youth leadership program in Portland. This year’s 
cohort was our largest yet at nine youth between 
the ages of 15 and 19 from four different Hacienda 
developments. They each gained 125 hours of training 
and more than 150 hours of practical experience 
leading nature programs for 60 children and adults from 
their very own communities.

 Bird Days Of Summer
During beginner-friendly Bird Days of Summer, 
we created even more opportunities to 
explore the diverse flora and fauna of 
Oregon. We expanded the program 
statewide, offering fun, free birding outings 
highlighting our work in Eastern Oregon, 
on the coast, as well as across the metro 
region. We scheduled 17 free excursions 
and hosted over 200 people—100% 
more than last year—including 
families, communities of color, and 
people under 30.

 Affinity Programs
Creating welcoming spaces where people with shared 
backgrounds can explore nature together helps grow 
our community. Through our partnerships with People 
of Color Outdoors and Wild Diversity, we offered 
dozens of free outings for people who identify as 
LQBTQIA, Black, Indigenous, or people of color. We also 
hosted free accessible outings led by and for people 
with disabilities. In total, through these programs we 
birded in community with 120+ adults and children.

 Outings
In 2023, we continued offering free staff and volunteer-
led Bird Song Walks during the spring migration 
season, and we began offering free Standing Outings. 
These monthly volunteer-led excursions create a 
welcoming space for everyone to enjoy the birds and 
wildlife of our area. In total, we grew the number of 
people who participated in free outings to over 1,000!

 Adult Education
In 2023, we saw our adult education classes and trips 
more than double since pre-pandemic times. Whether 
locally or regionally, virtual or in person, our lifelong 
learners are passionate about the natural world. 
Highlights of the year included a trip to Kenya in which 
we supported local conservation advocates working 
to protect endangered endemic birds, and a recent trip 
along the Columbia River that explored the complex 
impacts of hydropower on fish, birds, habitats, and 
people, highlighting Indigenous advocacy for salmon 
restoration in our region.



The holiday season is the perfect time to visit the Nature Store! We are 
stocked with cards, puzzles and toys, calendars, and all the gifts you’ll 
need to help your friends and family learn about and enjoy the birds 
in their own backyard and beyond! All profit goes directly back into 
Portland Audubon’s programs and conservation efforts. Shop at the 
Nature Store, where the profits are for the birds! 

Nature Store Holiday Open House
Fun activities and sales all weekend long! Hot drinks and refreshments will 
be available both days, and extra special coupons will be at the door.

Saturday, December 9
Kids Storytime and Craft - Falcons in the City

• First reading at 11 a.m., second reading at 2 p.m.

Join us as we celebrate Portland’s iconic Peregrine Falcons with local 
author and artist Lisa Manning. Lisa will read her book Falcons in the City, 
followed by activities and a craft.

Sunday, December 10
Bluegrass Jam and Yuletide Celebration, 2-5 p.m.

Tap your toes along to the Oregon Bluegrass Association as they jam in 
Heron Hall, and join us for yuletide crafts, hot mulled wine and cider, and 
refreshments.

Holiday Hours: Open daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

• Closed: Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, New Year’s Day 

• Limited Hours: Christmas Eve, New Year’s Eve (10 a.m.-3 p.m.) 

Zeiss Conquest Sale 

$200 Instant Rebate,
November 15-December 31

Zeiss has a well-earned reputation for quality 
optics, and it’s a treat to enjoy a whopping 
$200 off the stalwart Conquest line of 
binoculars: choose from the travel-friendly 
mid-sized 8x32, or full-sized 42mm models.

Member Sale Price: $779.99 (8x32)
Member Sale Price: $799.99 (8x42, 10x42)

Swarovski Legend EL Field Pro 
Sale Extended through 12/31/23! 

Through the end of the year, 
save big on either the 8.5x42 
or 10x42 model of Swarovski’s 
EL Field Pro binoculars! 
Swarovski sales happen once 
in a blue moon, so if you’ve 
been thinking about upgrading, 
now is a great time! 

Member Sale Price: $1999.99 (both models)

OPTICS FOCUS

Cedar Waxwing / Becky Matsubara

Beginning Birder Binoculars - 
Nikon Prostaff P7 8x42 

A solid pair for any beginner 

birder, these won’t break the 

bank and offer a great view 

for the price. Save an extra 

$40 through December 31! 

Member Sale Price: $149.95

Bring Your Binos Backpacking - 
Swarovski CL Curio 7x21 

If you’re counting ounces for 

a backpacking or birding 

trip, these come in at a 

minimal 8.9 oz, perfect for 

any adventure.   

Member Price: $839 

Lighter and Brighter - Vortex 
Razor HD 13-39x56mm scope 

The compact Vortex Razor 

spotting scope has just 

been revamped and 

upgraded! Its bright lenses 

and compact size will have 

you skipping down the trail.

 Member Price: $999.99

Nature Store Staff Optics Favorites

Cool b
urnt 

orange

color!

Holiday Shopping
with a Positive Impact!
SHOP ONLINE! naturestorepdx.squarespace.com
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A Wild Promise by 
Allen Crawford 

An illustrated celebration of 
the Endangered Species Act.

Member Price:  $31.50

Better Living Through 
Birding by Christian 
Cooper

The much-anticipated memoir 
from NYC Audubon Board 
Member and host of NatGeo’s 
Extraordinary Birds, Christian 
Cooper.

Member Price: $25.20 

Keep Looking Up by 
Tammah Watts 

Part memoir, part birding 
guide, this is a great read 
for anyone interested in 
the therapeutic aspects of 
birdwatching. 

Member Price: $15.29

The Language of Trees 
by Katie Holten

This collection of writings 
by Holten and dozens of 
other contributors explores 
the natural world and our 
relationship with it.

Member Price: $26.96

Holiday Season at 
the Nature Store BOOKS

BOOKS  |  ADULTS & YOUTH

Best Little Book of 
Birds - The Cascade 
Range and Columbia 
River Gorge by Sarah 
Swanson

Portland Audubon staff 
member Sarah Swanson’s 
newest regional guide in the 
“Best Little” series! 

Member Price: $17.09

What It’s Like to 
Be a Bird - Young 
Reader’s Edition by 
David Allen Sibley 

Sibley’s beautifully 
illustrated volume 
highlighting unique 
aspects of bird life, now 
adapted for a younger 
audience!

Member Price: $18.00

Follow the Flyway by 
Sarah Nelson 

Fly along with the birds on 
this poetic migration journey!

Member Price: $9.00

Listen to the Birds by 
Donald Kroodsma, 
Léna Mazilu, Yoann 
Gueny

This book highlights North 
American species and their 
songs as you listen along 
with the companion app 
on your smartphone or 
tablet!

Member Price:  $17.96
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Plum Deluxe Tea

Several flavors are now 
available in the Nature 
Store from Portland 

company Plum Deluxe!

Member Price: $6.30-$10.80

WARM & 
COZY
GIFTS

Dean Crouser Mug 
and Card Gift Set

Member Price: $19.80

Artesania Hats, 
Gloves & Scarves

Member Price:
$18.00-$30.00

Seattle Silver Cashmere Scarves

Member Price: $26.10

Pinecone 
Essential 
Oil Diffuser 
Ornaments

Member Price:  
$19.80

LA Soul 
Mushroom 
Hoodie

Member Price:  
$30.60
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Holiday Shopping 
at the Nature Store

EVERY
THING
BIRD

25% goes

to charity
!

Audubon Engagement and Songbird Wall 
Calendars

Member Price: $15.29 and up

Brush Art 
Ornaments 

Member Price:  
$8.10 and up

Owl and Bear Enamel Pins

Member Price: $13.50-$18.00

Earth Sky + Water Folding Guides

Member Price: $8.05 and up

Squirrel Buster 
Bird Feeder

Member Price:   
$38.45-$156.35

Allport Boxed 
Holiday Cards

Member Price: $15.26 

Makes great 
stockingstuffers!
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Eco Nation 
Stuffed 
Animals 

Member Price:  
$8.10-$16.20

LOCAL 
& ECO-
FRIENDLY

There are many reasons to shop local, 

and the incredible artists and vendors in 

the Portland area make it easy with their 

unique offerings! Portland Audubon is 

proud to support artisans by carrying 

their products in the Nature Store. 

Molly Muriel Soap 

Member Price: $6.75

Jabebo Earrings

Member Price: $13.50

Decomposition 
Notebooks

Member Price: 
$5.40-$13.50

Lavishy Wallet

Member Price: 
$15.30-$30.60

Lauren Nishizaki Designs

Member Price: $4.95-$28.20

Wild Rose Lip 
Balm

Member Price: 
$15.30-$30.60

Replant Pairs Socks

Member Price: $16.20
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Sign Up for This Year’s

Christmas Bird Count!
December 30, 2023

Portland’s 98th annual Christmas Bird 

Count (CBC) will be held on Saturday, 

December 30, 2023. We hope you’ll 

join us, in the field or at your feeders, 
as we count every bird seen or heard 

inside the Portland count circle. The CBC 

encompasses over 2,500 count circles 

across North America and as far south as 

Brazil and is the longest-running large-

scale wildlife data set in existence tracking 

bird populations over the past 124 years!

Sign up by visiting
bit.ly/Christmas-Bird-Count-2023
and contacting your area leader

Photo by Chloe Kov.

BACKYARD HABITAT CERTIFICATION 
PROGRAM

• Handheld boot brushes

• Lapel/computer microphones 

• Print copies of the Portland Plant List

COMMUNICATIONS

• iPhone (XR, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15) for social media

CONSERVATION

• Unihedron Dark Sky Quality Meter (LU-DL)

• Fund for rebranded tabling cloth (~$300) 

• Bushnell Essential E-3 Trail Cams

• Bushnell Aggressor Security Case

• Extra computer screens

• Extra laptops

EDUCATION

• Portable hot water/coffee carafe

• Comfy armchair

QUESTIONS? Email Keila Flores at kflores@audubonportland.org

WILDLIFE CARE CENTER

• All Free & Clear laundry detergent pods

• Dish brushes

• Nitrile, powder-free, non-sterile exam gloves 

• N-95 face masks

• Rubber or vinyl dish gloves

• Wet-erase Expo pens in black, brown or blue

• Dry-erase Expo markers

• Heavy-duty kitchen shears

• Hose spray nozzles

• Brother Genuine High Yield Toner Cartridge (Black, 
TN660)

• Wellness Core Natural Grain Free Dry Cat Food 
Kitchen (Turkey & Chicken)

• EliteField 3-door folding soft dog crates (20”L x 
14”W x 14”H)

• Portable oxygen generator

• Brother P-Touch label maker refill (white)
• 6’ round galvanized stock tank

• Quality Cages Collapsible Chinchilla Travel Cage

• Ophthalmoscope

 

Red-breasted Nuthatch / Hayley Crews
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ADULT EDUCATION

Snow Geese / William Johns

Pacific 
Northwest 
Trip: Skagit Valley Birding

March 1-3, 2024

The rich environment of Skagit Valley includes a 
variety of habitats including open water, shoreline, 
tidal mudflats and marshes, forested uplands, and 
agricultural land. These habitats provide excellent 
opportunities to see over-wintering geese, swans, and 
ducks, as well as a variety of raptors such as Gyrfalcon, 
Peregrine Falcon, Bald Eagle, and Short-eared Owl.

Fee: $350 members / $450 non-members
Leader: Stefan Schlick

Tropical Texas: Birding the Rio Grande

March 3-8, 2024

Winter is the perfect time to travel to the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley, with its mild tropical weather and 
outstanding bird diversity. Join us as we explore 
the entirety of the lower valley in search of tropical 
specialties that can be found nowhere else in the 
country.

Fee: $2,895 members / $3,495 non-members
Leaders: Brodie Cass Talbott and Dan van den Broek

Pacific Northwest Trip: Klamath Basin 
Birding

March 19-22, 2024

Let’s explore the Klamath Basin,
home to six national wildlife refuges and one of the most 
important wetland ecosystems in the west! Our visit is timed 
to see the spectacular spring migration of geese, along with a 
great diversity of waterfowl and plenty of raptors, too.

Fee: $945 members / $1,145 non-members
Leaders: Brodie Cass Talbott and Tara Lemezis

The Best of Trinidad and Tobago: Birding 
and Wildlife

April 1-15, 2024

Join us in Trinidad and Tobago where we’ll visit all of the 
birding hotspots with a special focus on the dizzying 
array of easy-to-see, gorgeous hummingbirds and other 
neotropical species. From the unforgettable experience of 
watching thousands of Scarlet Ibis return to their roost, to 
catching a glimpse of the critically endangered Trinidad 
Piping-Guan sipping water from a bromeliad, you are sure 
to have the trip of a lifetime!

Fee: $6,495 members / $7,095 non-members
Leaders: Brodie Cass Talbott and Faraaz Abdool

Audubon Birding Day: Celebrate the New 
Year in Washington County

January 1 | 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

Start your 2024 checklist off with a celebration of birds 
that can be found in Washington County during this 
time of year.

Fee: $85 members / $115 non-members
Leader: Stefan Schlick 

Audubon Birding Day: Birding Vancouver 
Lake and Lowlands in Winter

January 20 | 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Join us for a day of exploration in Vancouver. We’ll look 
for overwintering birds like Sandhill Crane, Snow Geese, 
and other goodies.

Fee: $65 members / $85 non-members
Leader: Ross Barnes-Rickett

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

TRIPS & ECOTOURS

Sign up for trips at
bit.ly/pdxaudubon-ecotours

Pictured above: Short-eared Owl / Jerry am Ende - Audubon Photography Awards

LET’S GO BIRDING!

http://bit.ly/pdxaudubon-ecotours
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NATURE NIGHT ONLINE CLASSES FOR ADULTS

Cost Involved

 Free

Wheelchair Accessible

Public Transit Available

Family Friendly

Virtual Event or Program

Online Watercolor Painting with Ronna

December 13, The California Quail | 6-7:30 p.m.

Join this live, online class to paint alongside Ronna 

Fujisawa, an experienced watercolor painter, art educator, 

and bird enthusiast. Create a California Quail masterpiece 

for the loved ones in your life. 

Fee: $25 members / $35 non-members 

Instructor: Ronna Fujisawa

Winter Finches

January 3 | 6-7 p.m.

In this class, we will explore the diversity and 

characteristics of the finch family, from diet to behavior. 
Then we’ll discuss how to identify and learn the common 

vocalizations of approximately 11 species of finch that 
spend the winter in Oregon.

Fee: $20 members / $30 non-members 

Instructor: Brodie Cass Talbott

Feeding Birds: What and How to Safely 
Feed Wild Birds

January 17 | 6-7 p.m. 

Feeding birds is a great way to enjoy a variety of species 

from the comfort of home. This class will show you how to 

feed effectively and safely.

Fee: $20 members / $30 non-members 

Instructor: John Rakestraw

Plant Fossils of Oregon

January 24  | 6-7 p.m.

Did you know that Oregon is a great place to find plant 
fossils? Join us to learn about Oregon’s geologic history, 

how plant fossils are formed, and how and where to find 
them!

Fee: $20 members / $30 non-members 

Instructor: Brian Magnier

Nature Night | KEEP LOOKING 
UP: Your Guide to the Powerful 
Healing of Birding

December 12 | 7-8:30 p.m.

Join Tammah Watts as she weaves 

together personal story and avian life to 

reveal the marvelous phenomenon shared 

among us. This interactive presentation 

invites the audience to become 

acquainted, or perhaps re-acquainted, 

with the many benefits one experiences connecting with our 
feathered friends at home, in the community, and beyond.

Cost: Free, donation suggested

Birding and Photography 

December 7, Photography Basics: An Introduction

December 14, Birding with a Camera

January 18, Deconstructing Composition

February 1, Mastering Light for Bird Photography

Each class runs 6-7 p.m.

Join wildlife photographer and author Faraaz Abdool to learn 

the basics of bird photography and how to master it in a four-

part series. Take one or take them all! Register separately for 

each class. No prior experience necessary.

Fee: $20 members / $30 non-members 

Instructor: Faraaz Abdool

Tammah Watts California Quail / Ronna Fujisawa



Field Trip: Birdwatching for Beginners

January 4 | 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

The new year is a great time to try something new! In this 

beginner-focused trip, we’ll visit Sauvie Island, the Portland area’s 

most storied birding location, and learn how to find and identify 
birds of prey, cranes, geese, songbirds, and more.

Fee: $45 members / $65 non-members 

Instructor: Brodie Cass Talbott

Field Trip: Winter Along the Crown Zellerbach 
Trail - Chapman Landing to Scappoose 
Trailhead

January 7 | 8:30-11:30 a.m.

Join us as we explore the always birdy east end of the Crown 

Zellerbach Trail. This Columbia County hotspot comprises open 

farmland, pastures, and wetlands, providing opportunities to 

view a nice variety of waterbirds, raptors, and wetland/grassland 

specialist songbirds.

Fee: $45 members / $65 non-members 

Instructor: Ross Barnes-Rickett

Beginning Birding and Sauvie Island 
Exploration

Saturdays: February 3, March 2, and April 6

Sundays: February 4, March 3, and April 7

Sign up for the three-part morning explorations on Sauvie Island! 

This field class series is perfect for those interested in developing 
and sharpening their birding skills under various field conditions 
with expert birders. Explore different habitats on the island, learn 

bird calls, and search for waterfowl, songbirds, and raptors.

Fee: $115 members / $145 non-members                                                

*fee covers all three mornings 

Instructor: Greg Baker and Ricky Allen

FIELD CLASSES & TRIPS CAMPS FOR KIDS

Register now at

bit.ly/FunFridayCamp

Rough-legged Hawk / Scott Carpenter

Give the Gift of a 
Portland Audubon

Class or Trip!
Visit bit.ly/PAGiftCertificate to choose from a 

variety of gift certificate options that will provide a 
memorable experience for any lucky recipient!

Fun Fridays Camps

Calling All Young Explorers
from Grades 1 to 6!

Imagine wandering through the 

picturesque fall and winter landscape, on 

the lookout for elusive mammals, local 

birds, and sneaky amphibians. Through 

exploring the fascinating realm of animal 

ecology, campers will uncover the 

mysteries of these creatures during one of 

the most enchanting and colorful seasons. 

We will also get our creative gears 

turning as campers craft nature-inspired 

masterpieces.

So, put on your explorer’s hat, bring a 

creative mind, and join us for No School 

Fun Fridays Camps. The wonders of the 

Pacific Northwest await – are you ready 
to discover and help us protect them?

http://bit.ly/PA-WinterBreakCamps 
http://bit.ly/PAGiftCertificate
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PORTLAND AUDUBON  

Gift Guide

Shop at the Nature Store to Bring the 
Outdoors Closer than Ever
Whether it’s a new feeder bringing birds to your loved 
one’s backyard, a field guide transporting them to a 
new location, binoculars providing a different 
angle on their favorite birds and wildlife, or 
a toy or game bringing joy 
and engagement to kids, the 
Nature Store is your one-
stop shop. And if you’re a 
member, you’ll receive a 10% 
discount on that perfect gift. 

Sign Up for Youth 
Nature Camps 
In our winter, spring, and 
summer camps, youth may 
discover a coastal giant 
salamander along our 
trails, observe a Bald Eagle 
soaring over the Gorge, or 
see whales off the San Juan 
Islands. Or perhaps they 
want to learn archery, the 
craft of fire making, or nature photography. No matter 
what they choose, the child or teen in your life will get 
to learn, play, and explore, all while making friends, 
connecting to nature, and making lifelong memories.  

Donate to Make Camps More Accessible
Camps at Portland Audubon allow kids to observe 
wildlife, explore Oregon’s landscapes, and connect 

with nature. You can help us offer our holistic camps 
and school field trips to more children by donating 

to the Spencer Higgins Education Fund. And 
when you do, you will foster 
the growth of future land 
stewards.

Give the Gift of 
Curiosity
Your favorite lifelong learner 
will love a gift certificate 
for our Adult Education 
programs. We offer a wide 
array of classes that will 
help them sharpen their bird 
identification skills, learn the 
art of animal tracking, create 
exquisite nature journals, 
hunt for wild mushrooms, or 
join our expert naturalists on 
day-long Audubon Birding 

Days at some of Oregon’s most stunning wild spaces. 
With a gift certificate, they can choose what ignites 
their passion most! 

Mountain Bluebird / EricPeterson - Audubon Photography Awards

This holiday season, give the gift of a stronger connection to nature. When you give a 

new pair of optics, a camp, ecotour, field guide, or donation to protect wildlife, you are 
also giving the gift of a healthier Oregon for animals and people!



 |  15

Send Them on the Ecotour of a Lifetime
You can send a loved one on a dream birding trip with 
Portland Audubon. They will see firsthand the unique 
birds of the world, explore different ecosystems, and 
gain cultural experiences. (It doubles as a gift for 
yourself if you go together!) Send them on or join our 
upcoming, expert-guided trips to Spain, Trinidad and 
Tobago, or Borneo. 

Give a Portland Audubon Membership
From protecting imperiled species to building climate-
resilient landscapes and inspiring people of all ages 
to explore and connect with the natural world, the 
members of Portland Audubon are helping Oregon’s 
wildlife, wild places, and people thrive. When you 
provide a gift membership to a loved one, they will join 
a community of nature lovers and receive our Warbler 
newsletter as well as discounts at the Nature Store 
and on classes and ecotours.

Make a Donation in Honor of Someone 
You Love 
When you care deeply about the environment, the 
perfect gift may not be a physical item. It could be 
a recognition of your values and love of the natural 
world. A tribute gift is a great way to honor or 
memorialize your loved one by building on their legacy 
of advocating for birds, wildlife, and wild places. 
When you make a tribute gift, your loved one will be 
recognized in the Warbler newsletter, and you can 
send them or their next of kin an elegant songbird-
themed card with the option to include a personalized 
message.

Give the Gift of Saving a Life 
Give injured and orphaned wildlife a second chance 
by making a donation to support the operation of the 
Wildlife Care Center. Every year, our Wildlife Care 
Center treats 5,000 injured or orphaned native birds, 
mammals, and other native species. Your gift ensures 
we can provide the best care for our patients and serve 
as a hub for reducing wildlife-human conflicts all over 
the region. 

Support More Birds through the
Backyard Habitat Certification Program 
Give a gift that will be around all year long and help our 
urban environment by signing your loved one up for the 
Backyard Habitat Certification Program. It’s the perfect 
gift for your favorite gardener, providing the tools they 
need to turn their yard into a native habitat oasis for 
wildlife. And nothing brings birds to the yard better 
than native plants. 

Birding Diamond Craters / Tara Lemezis
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In 1927-1928, the Oregon Audubon Society (known 
today as Portland Audubon) highlighted efforts to 
designate a wildlife sanctuary within Portland city limits 
in their board president report. The report states that 
land reserved for habitat would “help immeasurably in 
the education of the growing children in the love and 
protection of wild life.”

The goal for the proposed wildlife sanctuary was 
modest: ten acres within the city of Portland. At that 
time, the society’s membership was small at only 300 
people, and resources were limited. Today, Portland 
Audubon is proud to be made up of over 12,000 
members!

In 1927, Dr. Emma J. Welty, a lifelong member, 
generously donated $2,500 to the organization 
through a planned estate gift, which is equivalent to 
about $45,000 in today’s dollars. Planned estate gifts, 
also known as bequests or legacies, are donations 

How Legacy Gifts Transformed a Vision for an 
Urban Wildlife Sanctuary into Reality
by Ann Littlewood, part of the Portland Audubon community since the 1980s

arranged in the present and allocated after that person 
passes away. Around the same time, Mrs. Jessie S. P. 
Flint and Bryon Z. Holmes also left bequests. This influx 
of donations helped spur efforts to purchase land for the 
sanctuary by providing the funds for a down payment.

On January 8, 1930, the board visited a site on Cornell 
Road at the west end of Macleay Park. Speedily enough, 
on January 20, the board authorized the purchase of the 
12 acres, and in less than two months, Audubon took 
ownership of the very first parcel of the wildlife sanctuary. 

At the time of the purchase, the land was in Multnomah 
County and outside the Portland city limits. Additionally, 
this was land that had mostly been clear-cut. Pictures 
taken in 1930 show an open landscape with small trees 
widely scattered. There are no records of any buildings 
on the site at the time of purchase. Cornell Road was 
unpaved. The tunnels did not exist. The Oregon Audubon 
Society members set to work to make this a haven for 
birds.

A sanctuary committee was formed to restore the site 
and soon learned that a stand of rare (even then) mature 
forest on the north side of the new property belonged 
to the H. L. Pittock Estate. Board member W. S. Raker 
approached the trustees of the Pittock Estate about 
acquiring this strip. He was successful. The Pittock Estate 
sold eighteen and a half acres for one dollar, stipulating 
that it be maintained as a bird sanctuary.

This now 30 acres became the nucleus of what by 2020 
was a 172-acre forested wildlife sanctuary, four miles 
from downtown Portland.

Securing Nature’s Future 

The groundbreaking ceremony to build the Wildlife Care Center, 

1985. From left to right: Jonolyn McCusker, WCC manager; Ann 

Littlewood, board member; and Tom Autzen, major donor.

ABOUT ANN LITTLEWOOD

Ann’s engagement with Portland Audubon started 

in the 1980s when she served on the Wildlife Care 

Center committee while working at the Oregon 

Zoo doing wildlife rehabilitation. A former board 

member, a Sanctuary Committee member, a 

volunteer and contributor to the Wild Arts Festival, 

and more, Ann has recently provided support by 

locating and scanning old Warbler newsletters and 

other archived materials. Additionally, Ann is the 

author of a mystery trilogy set in a fictional zoo. 
She signed them at the Wild Arts Festival.



You can leave a lasting legacy in the future of Oregon’s wildlife and 
wild places by including Portland Audubon in your estate plans.

For more information visit AudubonPortland.org/Legacy

“The slogan for the Portland Audubon 

is ‘Together for Nature.’ What I would 

like to do as a board member is expose 

more people of color to get out and 

enjoy nature because of the wonderful 

benefits nature brings to one’s soul.”

Ricky Allen

Ann working on setting up a native plant 
sale for Portland Audubon in 2004.

“The name changes, but the mission doesn’t. For 

120 years, this has been an organization committed 

to protecting birds, preserving habitat for wildlife, 

and engaging young and old in enjoying and 

understanding the natural world. It’s been an 

organization that succeeds because of the hard work, 

good will, and capability of staff and volunteers and 

because of support from the people of Oregon.”

Portland Audubon member since 1999

“Since a youth, I have had the good 

fortune to be inspired by birding mentors 

and important conservation organizations 

like Portland Audubon. Inspiration, yes! 

Seek it out and when you find it, share it 
with others, pass it around!”

Greg Baker
Part of the Portland Audubon community since 1993

Ann Littlewood
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BackyardBirdShop.com

@backyardbirdshop

• Bird Feeders & Houses

• Chimes & Garden Art

• Hummingbird & 
Squirrel Feeders

• Jewelry & Nature-
Inspired Gifts

PORTLAND • BEAVERTON • HAPPY VALLEY • LAKE OSWEGO • WEST LINN • VANCOUVER

Find something for
everyone on your list!

Shop Local this Holiday Season

BUSINESS ALLIANCE

Through their business practices and financial 
contributions, the following businesses are helping 
advance our mission and protect Oregon’s birds, 
natural resources, and livability. If you would like 
to become a member of the Portland Audubon 
Business Alliance, please contact Charles Milne, 
Director of Development at 971-222-6117. We 
encourage you to support the businesses that 
support us!

Alberi Healing Arts

Art Heads Custom 
Framing

Cameron Winery

Cindy Thompson Event 
Production

Columbia Sportswear

David Evans and 
Associates, Inc

Ferguson Wellman 
Capital Management, Inc

Grow Construction LLC

JD Fulwiler & Co 
Insurance

Metropolitan Group

Morel Ink

Mountain Rose Herbs

New Seasons Market

Paxton Gate 

Tilbury Ferguson 
Investment

Umpqua Bank

Urban Asset Advisors

Washman LLC

West Bearing 
Investments

Zeiss

http://zeiss.com/morediscoveries
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Like you, we as board members came to Portland 
Audubon for a variety of reasons. Some of us brought 
an animal to the Wildlife Care Center and ended up 
becoming a regular volunteer, helping others provide 
injured and orphaned animals a second chance at 
life. Some are an active part of the birding community 
and may even lead birding outings. Some are lifelong 
educators who know the value of outdoor education 
for mental health and love fostering a stronger 
connection to nature for both youth and adults. All 
of us believe that protecting wildlife and people from 
climate change and ecological degradation is critical, 
and many have been environmental activists personally 
and professionally. No matter the reason you came 
to Portland Audubon, you care about the mission: To 

inspire all people to love and protect birds, wildlife, 

and the natural habitats upon which life depends.

Being together with you in this work is so important, 
especially as the planet has reached a tipping point in 
terms of environmental damage. There are growing 
needs across the state to build climate resilience as 
we experience the impacts of rising temperatures, 
droughts, and loss of habitat. Additionally, significant 
work is still needed to address long-standing disparities 
in access to nature for all. These are the reasons 
we as a board make substantial investments in the 
organization through our donations and time.

Much of our mission is achieved through the staff’s 
capacity to advocate for legislation with policymakers; 
organize the activist community to push for grassroots 
change; lead classes, camps, and outings; maintain our 
three wildlife sanctuaries; and treat animals brought 
to the Wildlife Care Center. We have made significant 
investments in our team and have hired key leaders, 
including our executive director, Stuart Wells, and our 
newly hired director of conservation, Quinn Read. 

It is easy for us to come together to support the long-
term vision for the organization because we believe 
in the work and the advancement of the mission. We 
hope you will join us in investing in the mission of 
Portland Audubon with a gift this year-end. It is an 
investment that will protect wildlife and their habitats, 
an investment that will support frontline communities, 
and an investment that will build stronger connections 
to nature. It takes all of us, together for nature!

Message from the Board of Directors

For further information on ways to give, visit: 

audubonportland.org/ways-to-give

Being together with you in this 
work is so important, especially 
as the planet has reached 
a tipping point in terms of 
environmental damage. There 
are growing needs across the 
state to build climate resilience 
as we experience the impacts of 
rising temperatures, droughts, 
and loss of habitat.

Sandhill Cranes / Steve Torna - Audubon Photography Awards

by Debbie Elliott, President; Rich Van Buskirk, Vice President; Mark Greenfield, Chair of the Membership and Development Committee

http://audubonportland.org/ways-to-give


Birdy Brain Buster!

Answer: C

5151 NW Cornell Road 

Portland, OR 97210

We are a member of Earth Share Oregon.  

earthshare-oregon.org

Portland Audubon inspires all people to love and protect birds, wildlife, 

and the natural environment upon which life depends.

Pileated Woodpecker / Pamela Underhill Karaz -
Audubon Photography Awards

GET IN TOUCH

Portland Audubon is honored to be selected again 

for the Willamette Week Give!Guide. Your gift 

through the Give!Guide will allow us to confront the 

mounting pressures on our ecosystems and create 

long-lasting protections for wildlife, wild places, and people. 

Look out for communications around incredible Big Give Day prizes like 

gift cards to Backyard Bird Shop, Powell’s Books, or Portland Nursery. 

Help protect Oregon’s diverse animals and landscapes by making a gift to 

Portland Audubon at giveguide.org/nonprofits/portland-audubon

Make a Gift Through Give!Guide 
for the Chance to Win!  

Administration Offices
503-292-6855  

Open M-F, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Subject to change; call before you visit.

Wildlife Care Center

503-292-0304 

Open daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Nature Store &  

Interpretive Center

503-292-9453

Open daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Wildlife Sanctuary

Dawn to dusk every day

On the Cover: Northern Flicker / Dawn Key - Audubon

Photography Awards

On the Inside Cover: Jabebo earrings; Short-eared Owl / Mick Thompson; 

Mountain Bluebird / Eric Peterson - Audubon Photography Awards; 

Wildlife Care Center groundbreaking / Ann Littlewood

Which of these statements 
about Bald Eagles is false?

A. Bald Eagles have been known to 
hunt cooperatively.

B. Bald Eagle nests that have been 
used for many years can weigh 
more than 4,000 pounds.

C. Only female Bald Eagles care for 
the young once hatched.

D. Bald Eagles are skilled thieves, 
often stealing fish from Osprey.

http://earthshare-oregon.org

